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Voting awareness is crucial knowledge for everyone, regardles.s of
profession or field of study, especially as the world becomes increasingly
digitized. It is a universal subject that is relevant and important for all sectors.
The Department of Information Technology at Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil
College, Islampur, organized a workshop on Veting Awareness on November
12, 2024, aimed at both new and returning students.

This workshop not only provided students with a deeper understand.ing_ of
the voting process but also covered essential topics like computer functioning
and the hardware aspect of technology.

Key Components of Voting Awareness:

1. Understanding Voting Rights

o Who can vote? Citizens need to know who is eligible to vote,
including the requirements for age, citizenship, and residency.

o Voter ID laws: It is important to understand what forms of
identification are required at polling stations.

o Voter registration: Awareness of how and when to register to
vote, along with the consequences of missing registration
deadlines, is essential.

2. Voter Education

o Election Process: It’s important to understand how elections
work, including the roles of local, state, and federal governments,
as well as the mechanics of different voting systems (¢.g., first-
past-the-post, ranked-choice voting).

o Candidates and Issues: Voters should have access to information
about the candidates, their platforms, and the key issues at stake in
the elections,

o Polling locations and hours: Knowing where and when to vote is
crucial, along with information about early voting and mail-in
ballot options.
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. Combating Voter Suppression
o Voter suppression can manifest in various forms, such as
gerrymandering, voter 1D laws, or the purging of voter rolls.
Voting awareness efforts should focus on educating citizens about
their rights and advocating against these practices.
4. Encouraging Voter Turnout

o Get Out the Vote (GOTYV): Campaigns that encourage voter
participation are vital, especially for underrepresented groups such
as young voters, low-income communities, and minorities.

o Making Voting Accessible: Overcoming barriers like long wait
times, transportation issues, and other logistical problems can help
ensure that more people are able to vote.

5. Information on Voting Systems

o Different regions use various voting systems (e.g., the Electoral
College in the U.S. or proportional representation in other
countries). Understanding how votes are translated into outcomes
is critical for informed participation.

6. Digital and Social Media Campaigns

o Intoday’s digital age, social media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram are essential tools for spreading
information about voting rights, deadlines, candidates, and
election-related news.
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