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Introduction

Indian Constitution Day, also known as National Constitution Dayj, is celebrated every year
on November 26 to mark the adoption of the Constitution of India. On this day in 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of India officially adopted the Constitution, which came into force on
January 26, 1950, transforming India into a republic. The day honors the visionaries and
framers of the Constitution, especially Dr.B.R. Ambedkar, the principal architect, and
highlights the values enshrined within the document.

Historical Background

The Indian Constitution was the product of extensive deliberations by the Constituent
Assembly, which was formed in 1946. The Assembly met for the first time on December 9,
1946, and after nearly three years of discussions, drafting, and amendments, it adopted the
Constitution on November 26, 1949. This Constitution

laid down the framework for a democratic government, the protection of fundamental rights,
and the promotion of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity.

The Constitution of India is the longest written constitution in the world, consisting of 448
articles divided into 25 parts and 12 schedules. It established India as a sovereign, socialist,
secular, and democratic republic.
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Significance of the Day
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Indian Constitution Day is celebrated to remind citizens of the importance of the Constitution
as the fundamental legal document that guides the functioning of the Indian state. Its core
| values of democracy, justice, and equality are central to the functioning of India’s political
| and legal systems.
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Key reasons for observing Constitution Day include:

1. Honor the Framers: To pay tribute to the members of the Constituent Assembly, who
dedicated themselves to framing the Constitution, particularly Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

| 2. Raise Awareness: To promote awareness and understanding of the Constitution
among citizens, ensuring that they are aware of their rights and duties.

3. Celebrate Democracy: To reflect on India’s democratic system and its journey since
independence.

4. Strengthen Constitutional Values: To remind citizens of the enduring principles of
justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity as outlined in the Constitution's Preamble.

Observance of the Day

The observance of Constitution Day has grown over the years, with a variety of activities .
conducted across India to promote the study and understanding of the Constitution:

1. Government Functions:

o On this day, government officials, institutions, and organizations across India
gather to commemorate the adoption of the Constitution.

o Inthe Parliament of India, special sessions may be held to mark the
occasion.

2. Educational Programs:

o Schools, colleges, and universities hold programs such as debates, quizzes,
and seminars on the Constitution.

o The Preamble of the Constitution is often read aloud in educational
institutions to emphasize the importance of the principles of justice, liberty,
equality, and fraternity.

3. Public Discussions:

o Expen.s and scholars are often invited to discuss various aspects of the
Constitution, its significance, and its evolving role in the governance of the
country.

o These disg:ussions aim to promote deeper understanding and engagement with
the Constitution.
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4. The Constitution Day Pledge:

o The Preamble of the Constitution is read, and citizens are encouraged to
take an oath to uphold the values of the Constitution, ensuring that the rights
and freedoms guaranteed by the document are respected.

5. Digital Outreach:

o The Government of India has made efforts to digitally disseminate

information about the Constitution, including making the full text of the

Constitution available online.

The Role of the Constitution in Contemporary India

The Indian Constitution remains a living document that adapts to the evolving needs of society
while upholding democratic principles. Its adaptability is evident in the amendment process,
which allows it to be updated to reflect new social, economic, and political realities.

The Fundamental Rights enshrined in the Constitution guarantee equality before the law,
freedom of speech, and the right to life and liberty, among others, ensuring that the dignity
and freedoms of individuals are upheld. The Constitution has also played a crucial role in
protecting the democratic fabric of India, ensuring that the nation remains a republic governed

by the rule of law.
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